
DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMISSION 

PO BOX 284 
Bushkill PA 18324 

Minutes of the September 17, 2005 Meeting 
 
A meeting of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area Citizen Advisory Commission 
was held on Saturday, September 17, 2005, at the Merrill Creek Reservoir, Washington, New 
Jersey. This meeting was properly posted in the Federal Register, as required by the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (PL 92-463, Section 10(a)(2)). Chairman Kresge called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m., beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America.   
 
Roll Call 
Citizen Advisory Commission members in attendance were Mr. Gross, Mr. Hanley, and Mr. 
Kresge. Absent members were Dr. Mineo, Mr. Price, and Mr. Van Campen. Park staff in 
attendance were Superintendent Donahue, Deputy Superintendent Nelson, Superintendent’s 
Secretary Nelson, Management Assistant Halainen, Chief of Research and Resources Planning 
Lynch, Chief of Resource Protection and Visitor Management Selleck, Chief of Administration 
Wilbur, and Chief of Visitor Services and Cultural Resources Wright.  Members of the public 
who signed the attendance list included Bob Boysen, Cathie Maxaner, Myra Snook, and Janina 
Wycalek. 
 
There was no quorum. The draft minutes of the May 5, 2005, Commission meeting will be held 
until the November 19, 2005, meeting. 
 
Correspondence 
The list of letters received or sent since the last meeting was reviewed. This correspondence will 
be made part of the official record. Those wishing to review the correspondence may do so at 
park headquarters in Bushkill, Pennsylvania, or at the library repositories for the Commission. 
  1. Press release dated May 6, 2005, titled “River within Delaware Water Gap NRA Closed 

Due to Imminent Flooding”.   
  2. Press release dated May 7, 2005, titled “Delaware River within Park Reopens”. 
  3. Letter dated May 9, 2005, to Delaware Township Supervisors from the Superintendent 

requesting use of the township building for the November 19 Commission meeting. A letter 
from them granting use is attached. 

  4. Electronic correspondence dated May 10, 2005, to Superintendent Donahue from Mr. Van 
Campen relaying a meeting he had with Dr. Austin, Warren County Community College 
concerning the Walpack Environmental Education Center. 

  5. Letter dated May 10, 2005, to the Secretary of the Interior from the Superintendent relaying 
nominations to fill vacancies on the Commission. 

  6. Electronic correspondence dated May 12, 2005, to Ms. Nelson from Mr. Van Campen 
asking her to forward a copy of Dr. Austin’s letter to the Superintendent to Commission 
members. 

  7. Letter dated May 12, 2005, to the Secretary of the Interior from Pennsylvania Governor 
Rendell nominating Albert Murray, Jr., and Gina Bertucci to the Commission. 
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  8.  Letter dated May 13, 2005, to the Northampton County Executive from Chair Kresge 
thanking them for use of the Gracedale 911/EMS building for the May 5, 2005, 
Commission meeting. 

  9. Letter received May 13, 2005 to the Editor, New Jersey Herald, from Mr. Peck in response 
to an editorial about the importance of maintaining the park’s infrastructure. 

 10. Press release dated May 13, 2005, titled “Update on Flood Recovery and Status of Park 
Facilities”. 

 11. Letter dated May 14, 2005, to Lehman Township Supervisors from Chair Kresge asking for 
a response to the Commission’s October 28, 2005 letter. 

 12. Memorandum dated May 16, 2005, to the Federal Register Liaison from the Superintendent 
asking to post the September 17 and November 19, 2005 Commission meeting notices. 

 13. Press release dated May 16, 2005, titled “Environmental Assessment Available for River 
Road Project”. 

 14. Press releases dated May 26, 2005, titled “Delaware Water Gap NRA Citizen Advisory 
Commission Elects Chair”, and “Update on Status of Park Facilities”. 

 15. U.S. Newswire article dated May 26, 2005, titled “Parks Group Names National Parks with 
the Worst Roads; Transportation Bill Could Fund Much-Needed Repairs”.  

 16. Letter dated June 3, 2005 from Joseph A. Waks, Esq., thanking Superintendent Donahue 
for the recommendation of Stephen Van Campen to the Citizen Advisory Commission. 

17. Letter dated June 16, 2005, to the Superintendent from Tom Hoffman asking about Mr. 
Kresge’s contributions to the Commission. 

18. Press release dated June 17, 2005, titled “Deadline Extended for Comments on 
Environmental Assessment for River Road Project”. 

19. Letter dated June 22, 2005 from Delaware Township Board of Supervisors for use of the 
Delaware Township Building on November 19, 2005. 

20. Press release dated June 28, 2005 titled “Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area 
Fiscal Year 2005 Budget”. 

21. Letters dated June 29, 2005, sent to Carol Collier, Executive Director, and Michael Bedrin, 
Region Director at Department of Environmental Protection, from Mr. Gross  regarding the 
Manwalamink Wastewater Treatment Plant. A reply from Mr. Bedrin is included. 

22. Letter dated June 29, 2005 to Mr. Tom Hoffman regarding Mr. Kresge’s contributions to 
the Citizen Advisory Commission. 

23. Electronic correspondence dated June 29, 2005, from Mr. Hanley to the Commission 
regarding an electronic correspondence from John Warakomski titled, “Critical Situation 
on the Delaware has Worsened Dramatically”.  Follow up correspondence from 
Commission members is included. 

24. Letter dated June 30, 2005, to the Superintendent from Mr. Rienhardt regarding a  
reception for Fran Mainella, Director of the Park Service. 

25. Press release dated July 1, 2005, titled “Update on Status of Park Facilities for Fourth of 
July Weekend”. 

26. Press release date July 14, 2005, titled, “Raymondskill Falls Closed due to Hazardous 
Trees”. 

27. Press release dated July 20, 2005, titled, “Media Advisory Only” regarding Director 
Mainella’s visit. 
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28. Memorandum dated August 4, 2005, to the Commission Chair from Mr. Gross regarding a 
letter to Pennsylvania Senator Lemmond from the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen 
about the possible sale of the Santos property. 

29. Press release dated August 9, 2005, titled, “River Road Rehabilitation Project Put on 
Hold”. A Pocono Record article on the subject is included. 

30. The Star Ledger article dated August 9, 2005, titled “No Federal Funds for Highlands this 
Year”. 

31. Wildlife News article dated August 9, 2005, titled “UDC Supports Protection of Coldwater 
Fishery”. 

32. The Express Times article dated August 9, 2005, titled “Park Buzzing Despite Damage”. 
33. Press release dated August 10, 2005, titled “Environmental Assessment Available for 

Rehabilitation of Cabins at Pocono Environmental Education Center”. 
34. Letters dated August 14, 2005 to the Commission from Mr. Nik Homyak concerning 

Wildlife Heritage. 
35. Press release dated September 1, 2005, titled “Delaware Water Gap NRA Citizen Advisory 

Commission Meeting”. 
36. Press release dated September 1, 2005, titled, “Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 

Area Observes 40th Anniversary” 
37. Letter received September 2, 2005, to the Superintendent from the Pike County Federation 

Sportsman Clubs concerning the possible sale of the Santos Farm. 
38. Press release titled, “Paving of Sections of Route 209 in Park Begins Wednesday”. 
39. Electronic correspondence dated September 13, 2005, to Ms. Nelson from Ms. Batko 

regarding no reply on her January 13, 2005, letter regarding the Neldon-Hornbeck New 
Jersey National Historic Register nomination. 

 
Chairman’s Report 
Chair Kresge introduced Mr. Tad McAlben of the Alliance to Keep Pike (County) Green, of 
which Mr. Gross is also member.   
 
Mr. McAlben briefed attendees on the non-partisan coalition of citizens, including builders, who 
believe their product is best presented in a pleasing environment. There are three important 
elements in dealing with rapid population growth: conservation, planning, and smart growth. The 
Alliance has learned from others what not to do, and what works well. There is a need to balance 
economic growth with the conservation of forests, water quality, wildlife and livable 
communities.  Pike County’s population has doubled in the last fifteen years, mostly around 
lakes, which left vast tracts of forests virtually untouched. Since September 11, 2001, the 
pressure to develop has been intense. Pike County is still rural, forty percent private, thirty-two 
percent public, and fourteen percent existing subdivisions. The choices for the future are to allow 
sprawl or to plan for protected open space.  Eleven thousand (11,000) acres are threatened. Pike 
County is similar to the way Monroe County was in 1974-1981, and is expecting 100,000 new 
residents with 50,000 new homes in 25 years. The Alliance wants to change zoning laws to allow 
two homes per acre, instead of one home for two acres. This will conserve open space and limit 
where building can take place. The County Commissioners will allow a bond issue referendum 
for planning and open space initiatives in November. The bond will be matched by state money.  
In Pennsylvania, the townships are the decision making level, and the county has the resources. 
Money from the bonding level will be the glue to hold the two together. Taxes will go up, but not 
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as much and there will be more to show for it. The Alliance’s website address is:  
www.keepikegreen.org. 
 
Mr. Homyak asked if there is a crisis in Pike County.  Mr. McAlben replied that the crisis is  
ignorance. 
 
Mr. Hoffman stated that with smart growth there is an accepted need for a regional watershed 
management plan which overlaps the three components. He asked if that is part of the Alliance’s 
plan and if they had contacted the agencies. Mr. McAlben replied that they are taking it one step 
at time. They are just citizens with no authority.  
 
Mr. Gross stated that in his roles on the Planning Commission and the Conservation District, he 
is aware there are individual watershed studies, and much is being reviewed by the Delaware 
River Basin Commission. Individual associations are also working on this. There is some state 
funding, but most of the work is being done by volunteers. 
 
Mr. Hoffman reported that he met Ms. Collier of the Delaware River Basin Commission. With 
their financial situation, they cannot do much. Until local associations pull these organizations 
together, the job will not get done. 
 
Public Comment 
Tom Hoffman 
Mr. Hoffman referenced the minutes of the March 12, 2005, Commission meeting which stated 
that he was an attendee.  He did not sign the attendance roster and asked that his name not be 
included as an attendee in the future. 
 
Mr. Hoffman stated that at one point during that meeting, Deputy Superintendent Nelson took 
over for Superintendent Donahue who left.  Deputy Superintendent Nelson made a comment that 
Mr. Hoffman’s newsletter “Inside the Water Gap” issued an incorrect statement. Those who 
write the newsletter try hard to be factual. He was simply quoting the New Jersey Herald. The 
criticism was made publicly, and there was a correction at the Nazareth meeting three months 
later. Mr. Nelson stated that he did not know if Mr. Hoffman was telling the truth or not. Mr. 
Hoffman feels that if Mr. Nelson does not know, he should not speak to the issue.  That 
discussion was never included in the minutes. Mr. Hoffman asked how the minutes suffer from 
deletions. The response was that the Citizen Advisory Commission decides whether the minutes 
get approved. Superintendent Donahue stated that this issue was covered at the Northampton 
meeting, where Mr. Hoffman requested a clarification, and that discussion was included in those 
meeting minutes.  Mr. Hoffman asked how deletions are made without the permission of the 
Commission.  Superintendent Donahue replied that he would have to look at the meeting 
minutes. The original comment was made after the meeting.  Mr. Hoffman stated that the 
comments he made during the meeting are not recorded in the minutes. He stated that the 
question is how is unjust criticism deleted from the minutes, and asked who ordered it deleted. 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act calls for minutes to be complete.  Deputy Superintendent 
Nelson stated that Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman published an incorrect newsletter.  Who ordered that 
removed?  Chair Kresge responded that the tape will have to be listened to again. Mr. Hoffman 
replied that he is looking forward to an answer at a future meeting. 
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Mr. Hanley stated that the minutes are not verbatim. He takes a little umbrage to Mr. Hoffman 
saying that. He would respect Mr. Hoffman’s request if he ask why they were not included. If 
those statements should have been included, then they should have.  The Commission does not 
consciously delete.  Mr. Hoffman responded that he will try to be more clear in the future.   
 
Janina Wycalek 
Ms. Wycalek spoke on behalf of the Friends of Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, 
adding that those in attendance have an interest in the park. The Friends have been in existence 
for a number of years, and now have new members and new impetus. There are still two free 
lectures scheduled this year. October 15 will feature the Butterfly Man, and November 5 will 
feature OwlNet. The lectures are open to the public, begin at 7:00 p.m., and are held at the 
Bushkill Meeting Center. There are brochures available at today’s meetings so those with an 
interest in the park can join and help the park, not criticize and complain and do nothing about 
those complaints.   
 
Nik Homyak 
Mr. Homyak asked the federal authority to help make the park a place where humans make way 
for nature. He also requested that the park not participate if the State of New Jersey  authorizes 
another bear hunting season. He resubmitted papers he already sent to the Commission 
(Attachment #2) concerning his belief that the bear population in the park belongs not only to 
hunters but to a wildlife heritage (Correspondence Items #42 and #43). The bear population 
should be seen as a closed model. There is enough evidence from the last hunt to suspect the 
maximum number of females were taken from a limited core habitat. Two hundred forty-two of 
the known kills were female, forty-eight legal kills within the boundary of the recreation area. 
The National Park Service admitted they do not know the age or sex of those bears. There were 
twenty-eight bears taken in Pennsylvania.  If a healthy viability is wanted in New Jersey, some 
area has to be set aside to monitor and study.  So far, it is hunters versus animal rights groups, 
and it is all politics. New Jersey says there may be 1200 bears, an independent study says there 
are 3200 bears. It is alleged that there are more bears living outside the core habitat just to make 
the argument for a hunt and that is wrong. There is information that can be applied. The 1997 
and 2004 plans state that females have to be protected. Signs point to a dangerous pressure being 
exerted in certain core areas. The National Park Service should let the bear population attain its 
own level because there is a degree of management that takes place. One criteria is to  improve 
bear management in optimal habitat.   
 
Mr. Gross asked about the letters promoting a bear hunt. Mr. Homyak replied they are articles 
and he does not have them with him. Mr. Gross stated that he is not supporting anything, but 
there is a terrible overpopulation of bears in New Jersey, to the point that where there should be 
one bear every three miles, there are actually one every square mile. Mr. Homyak stated that he 
just wants the study and an off-limits area. Mr. Gross stated that he sees bears in primarily 
developed counties in New Jersey, but he seriously doubts there is an extensive population there.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Superintendent Donahue reported that since he has been in this park, there has been an increased 
amount of consultation with both state wildlife management agencies. They used to meet once a 
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year, but now meet six or eight times a year.  He and his staff have met with Director of New 
Jersey Fish and Wildlife McHugh and with representatives from Pennsylvania, but not as often. 
The park is trying to develop a coordinated action plan for recreational hunting in the park. A 
long term project will provide more benefits. 
 
Mr. Hanley asked if the hunt two years ago was only on public lands. The response was no, it 
was anywhere. The hunt in the park was truncated because of a law suit wherein the judge took 
an extra one and one-half days to make his decision.  Mr. Hanley asked if the National Park 
Service can undertake its own hunt, or modify the hunt within the park. Superintendent Donahue 
replied that legally, we can do less than what the state lays out but not more. We can also do 
wildlife management separate from recreational hunting. 
 
The Superintendent presented a PowerPoint slide show on current issues and events in the park 
(Attachment #1). 
  
In response to Mr. Hoffman’s inquiry concerning the timeline for decisions on the cell tower 
proposals, Superintendent Donahue explained that comments on the two proposals for eight 
towers were solicited, and a few were received. The majority of comments concerned the number 
of cell towers proposed; therefore, the park asked the cell phone companies to work together. As 
soon as they file their new proposals, those proposals will be available to the public. Until they 
do, it is not public information and we cannot share it. Mr. Hoffman asked if there will be 
another thirty day comment period. Superintendent Donahue responded that there has not been 
an official comment period to date. Mr. Hoffman pointed out that everything Superintendent 
Donahue says is official.  Superintendent Donahue repeated that there has not been an official 
public comment period. Once the revised proposals are received, an environmental assessment 
will be released with a  minimum official thirty day comment period which may be expanded to 
sixty days if needed.  Mr. Hoffman stated that there needs to be a balance of two competing 
interests, society and communication, and asked how the benefit to society is measured.  
Superintendent Donahue replied that the response from the public, their opinions, will be one 
measure. The cell phone companies will pay for the company doing the environmental 
assessment, a thorough and comprehensive review to determine how much of the park will 
actually be impacted.  
 
A short discussion on ways to disguise the towers ensued.   
 
Mr. Hoffman asked about the connection to Yellowstone National Park, adding that it is an  
incredulous situation. That park received free minutes, free telephones, and cash in exchange for 
allowing the tower to be placed there. That creates the perception that someone is buying 
influence. So that does not happen again here, the park should be persuaded to reject and exclude 
from further business any contractor who offers cash or gifts in kind to this park, maybe through 
the Department of the Interior.  Superintendent Donahue stated that what happened at 
Yellowstone was actually not legal. He is not sure of the ramifications. Whatever determination 
is made, there will be a leasing fee just like with any other project which will go to the United 
States Treasury. Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area will not make those mistakes.  
We would get a monitoring fee to make sure the towers comply with any rules, etc., much as 
other special use permits in the park.   
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Mr. Hoffman asked if Superintendent Donahue would suggest a policy for this park that 
precludes the offering of gifts to the ethics officer in Washington, so the public could respond to 
that. Superintendent Donahue replied that he would inquire. Mr. Hoffman asked for an update at 
the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Homyak stated that a reason for establishing the recreation area was the scenic values. He 
asked if the original mission would be subverted to public comment.  Superintendent Donahue 
replied that the Organic Act will be a strong component of the assessment. There is also the 
telecommunications law that directs the park to make it as easy as possible for communications. 
The art of managing is to find a place where these two competing laws interact. Mr. Homyak 
replied that beyond an emergency communication system, there is no reason the scenery needs to 
be diminished. 
 
Superintendent Donahue explained that is a decision he makes when the assessment is done, 
whether or not to recommend it to the Regional Director. If the proposal has no significant 
impacts on the environment, she signs the Finding of No Significance and the proposal will 
move forward. The Regional Director has the option to decide whether she believes that is true 
or not. The Superintendent makes a recommendation, she makes the decision. 
 
Mr. Hanley complimented Superintendent Donahue as a citizen on the wonderful article on 
Nancy Shukaitis in the Spanning the Gap. 
 
Ms. Maxaner stated that townships in Pennsylvania are dealing with cell tower proposals, and 
asked if that will influence the park’s situation. Superintendent Donahue replied that it would 
not. The park is looking at the tower in Delaware Township because it is near the park, and there 
is a need to be concerned about visual impacts. The company promises that tower will provide 
service on Route 209, but that is doubtful as there is a mountain in between. With the rolling 
topography, there are always going to be places service will not reach. 
 
Commission Reports 
By-Laws Committee 
There was nothing to report. 
 
Cultural Committee 
There was nothing to report. 
 
Inter-Governmental Committee 
There was nothing to report. 
 
Natural Resources Committee, Mr. Gross  
There has been no response to the two letters sent to Lehman Township concerning a proposed 
roadway through state and private hunting club lands. 
 
At the last meeting, Mr. Gross was directed to send letters regarding Commission concerns about 
waste treatment plants owned by Shawnee. Mr. Gross sent letters to the Delaware River Basin 
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Commission and the Pennsylvania Department of Environment Protection (Correspondence item 
#21). Mr. Gross discussed the issue with the Director of the Delaware River Basin Commission 
two weeks ago, who stated she had not received it, so it was sent again. The Pennsylvania 
Department of Environment Protection replied to our questions by stating that the plant is 
permitted for 700,000 gallons. Based on a 2004 report, they use 240,000 gallons now. The 
estimated discharge from the Mosiers Knob development is 390,000 gallons, which will bring 
the plant close to capacity. The Shawnee Creek does not appear as threatened. Their response 
was that it is not an impaired water issue. Mr. Gross discussed this response with the park’s 
Water Resources Specialist and will send another letter to clarify that.  The Commission received 
copies of those letters. 
 
A memorandum was sent on July 19 to the Chair regarding critical water quality in the Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Recreational River stating that water flows on the Upper Delaware flow 
could be summed up in three words: New York  City.  The big problem is maintaining water 
flow on the Upper Delaware. New York City is required to release enough water to have 1750 
cubic feet per second (cfs) at the Montague gauge. There must be 3200 cfs at Trenton to maintain 
the estuary so salt water does not back up to the New Jersey counties. There are two different 
fisheries, one in the Upper and one in the Middle Delaware. The Upper Delaware fishery is cold 
water. New York City always tries to avoid putting out as much water as they have to. If they 
reduce the water flow, the water quality is reduced. Mr. Hanley asked if Mr. Gross is referring to 
averages or mean flows.  Maintaining an average flow for trout can allow low flows because the 
average can be maintained. Maintaining a mean flow is another story. Mr. Gross stated they do 
not maintain the mean flow. They release in the summer to maintain cold water but will cut that 
off if the rainfall is low as in the last several months. There are several groups working on this. 
He is in touch with friends of the Upper Delaware who want 600 cfs at Callicoon.  
 
The trout fishery in the Upper Delaware is a natural fishery containing wild trout. Brown and 
rainbow trout are not indigenous. The east branch and west branch out of Cannonsville is 
smallmouth bass grade, but with the cold water discharge from the reservoir they created a 
fishery dependent on cold water discharge. If the discharge is eliminated, that will be eliminated. 
Pennsylvania Power and Light worked out a deal with New York City to allow a certain amount 
of water to supplement the city’s discharge so the city can reduce their discharge because of the 
discharge from Lake Wallenpaupack. Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area comes into 
it because of the trout fishery in the Delaware River to Frenchtown, New Jersey.  Mr. Gross is 
mostly concerned about recreational use, and whether there will be enough flow to continue 
canoeing, swimming, etc. There is a responsibility to provide these recreational opportunities on 
the Delaware River. 
 
There is an increase in development in this part of northeast Pennsylvania with more emphasis 
on water use, not so much for drinking, but for sewage treatment plants and non-point source.  
There are a multitude of plants all along the river and they are all looking to expand. If there is 
not enough water flow to help dilute that, the water quality determined by the Delaware River 
Basin Commission will not be maintained. Mr. Gross has discussed this with the Delaware River 
Basin Commission, and fears they will cave in to pressure, especially on the Little Bushkill 
Creek, if they allow the development at the Mountain Laurel Center. Superintendent Donahue 
recommended the Commission create a subcommittee to study this possible development. The 
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concern for the park is the impact on water quality. The recommendation was tabled because of 
the lack of a quorum.  Mr. Gross added that one critical area is the Brodhead Creek plant which 
is increasing capacity over one hundred percent. The capacity can be increased, but the nutrient 
level cannot. He is concerned that the Delaware River Basin Commission is not receiving full 
funding. 
 
Mr. Gross stated that he has no idea what is happening with the development on Mosiers Knob, 
but according to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, there will be a 
substantial increase on that plant. Superintendent Donahue reported that the park is now 
monitoring the water quality at the mouth of the Brodhead Creek about once a month.  
 
Mr. Gross attended a Sandyston Township meeting regarding property the township wants to 
take by eminent domain for recreational fields.  The National Park Service has two agreements 
with Montague and Sandyston for recreational fields.   
 
Mr. Gross recommended a copy of the bear report be taken off the internet and sent to all 
Commission members. 
 
Public Visitation and Tourism Committee 
There was no report. 
 
Recruitment Committee 
Superintendent Donahue reported that, to date, the New Jersey Governor’s Office asked for 
resumes of nominees and they were sent. The Governor has not forwarded any names to the  
Secretary of the Interior. 
  
Nominations for Albert Murray, Jr., and Gina Bertucci were received from the Pennsylvania 
Governor and were forwarded to the Secretary.  The Department of the Interior nominees are 
Catherine Maxaner and Jan McDowell. 
 
Chair Kresge asked why this process is not moving faster. The intention is to have a full board of 
eleven members. Superintendent Donahue replied there is nothing more we can do about the 
New Jersey vacancies. Chair Kresge stated that if the county does not understand the process, 
perhaps the state does not understand.  Superintendent Donahue stated that information was sent 
to them and they appointed an aide to handle it.  
 
Special Projects Committees 
Depue Island Committee 
There was no report. 
 
Pocono Environmental Education Center Committee 
There was no report.  
 
Business and Finances Committee 
There was no report. 
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Walpack Environmental Education Center Committee 
There was no report. 
 
Mr. Hanley stated that when the park purchased a golf course last year, he thought it odd. After 
visiting it and with information from the Chief of Visitor Services and Cultural Resources, he 
realizes it is a significant historical asset and a wonderful resource. 
 
Old Business 
Mr. Gross asked for a status update on the Santos property.  Superintendent Donahue reported 
that he met with the Delaware Valley School District, their attorneys, and the real estate agent 
handling the property for the family. The school district has an interest in the upper portion. 
Superintendent Donahue expressed the park’s interest in protecting the properties. He also met 
with the Milford Enhancement Committee and found there may be interest from the Borough as 
well.  The property may not be available for sell for six months. The family is interested in 
public use. The park could have a part in acquisition through joint ownership or a presentation 
with the town, county, and school district. There is an alternate plan to develop the property, 
which would have an adverse effect on the New Jersey side of the park. Mr. Gross stated that if 
the property went into development the park could step in and take it through eminent domain. 
 
New Business 
The next Commission meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2005, at 9:00 a.m. at the Delaware 
Township Municipal Building. 
 
Superintendent Donahue asked to limit meetings to weeknights. It is an issue of saving money, 
not having to pay overtime for the Management Team. Mr. Hanley pointed out that the Division 
Chiefs do not need to attend the meetings unless there is an issue that concerns them. 
 
A future meeting was set for Thursday, January, 19, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in Sussex County, New 
Jersey.  Chair Kresge will determine the exact location.  
 
Public Comment 
Tom Hoffman 
Mr. Hoffman stated that it is nice to see the Management Team at Commission meetings. Mr. 
Hanley agreed, but suggested in light of the budget that their attendance be selective. Mr. 
Hoffman asked about their priorities, and if meeting attendance is an option for them. He 
suggested it be made an option, especially for Saturdays.  Mr. Hanley stated that it is 
Superintendent Donahue’s call. 
 
Mr. Hoffman stated that the Mountain Laurel Center saga rolls on. Tourists were used to bail 
them out, now Pike County is using a six percent room tax to help pay off the center.  He 
suggested the Commission coordinate the efforts of a subcommittee with Superintendent 
Donahue’s criteria so that it is a coordinated effort to find out what is happening at the center. He 
asked if anyone has done a walk through of the sewage plant, adding that it should be monitored. 
 
Mr. Gross stated that is one reason the Commission took a stand on the proposed control of the 
Lehman Lake Fishing Club road. It is not known what Lehman Township is doing. They 
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proposed taking a portion of the road coming off the Bushkill Road and connecting with Mink 
Pond Road by eminent domain. He asked why they are doing this. He surmises that Lehman 
Township is being pressured to make a better road for development purposes. The Commission 
has been studying this issue and documented that over sixty percent of the Upper Bushkill 
watershed is in private or state ownership. His concern is that water will be needed for dilution 
purposes if capacity is increased at that little plant. There could be hundreds of homes going in 
there.   
 
Mr. Hoffman agreed. He met with Lehman Township, and found out they are mad at the county 
because they have not been invited in with Villanova on the Mountain Laurel Center issue. Mr. 
Hoffman met with Dick Vollmer, the Code Enforcement Officer from Lehman Township, and 
stated now is the time for the Commission to meet with them and ask questions. 
 
Mr. Gross stated that the Pike County Planning Commission does not know what the town 
fathers are coming up with. There is nothing in the Lehman Township plan regarding the take 
over of that road.  Mr. Hoffman agreed, stating that Mr. Vollmer is willing to sit down with Mr. 
Gross. 
 
Superintendent Donahue stated that he would be happy to write a letter to Lehman Township to 
ask them to respond to the Commission’s letters and to ask them to sit down with everyone to 
discuss this issue. Mr. Gross asked him to include the Chief of Research and Resources Planning 
and the Water Resources Specialist. 
 
Adjournment 
This meeting of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area Citizen Advisory 
Commission was adjourned at 12:04 p.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

  
 
        Christine M. Nelson, Secretary 
Approved:   
 
 
E. Gregory Kresge, Chair 
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